It is a great pleasure to introduce the first case reports published in *Oxford Medical Case Reports*. Dr William Heberden who first described angina and his eponymous nodes in osteoarthritis was instrumental in persuading the Royal College of Physicians in London to publish Medical Transactions in 1768 \[[@OMU013C1]\]. In his preface to the first volume, he eloquently describes the benefits of publishing single case reports: 'Single cases which occur every day in common distempers and accounts of the effects of ordinary medicines, must be endless. Whatever important additions or exceptions to the general practice may be contained in those cases, would much better be drawn out by the author himself, and presented without giving along with them a tiresome account of common appearances, with which everyone is supposed to be well acquainted'. This is still relevant today as the mission statement for a case report journal.

Our aim in establishing *Oxford Medical Case Reports* is to provide educational and novel case reports from all disciplines of internal medicine. Case reports continue to provide a valuable source of education highlighting the unusual manifestations of the common disease as well as rarer entities, which are not commonly seen. As such they are valued by both trainees and specialists. For many doctors case reports are their first publication and serve as a stepping stone to further publications.

We aim for rapid and efficient peer review and all accepted papers are published on-line. We accept brief descriptions of images and also will be able to publish video images in addition to the traditional static images. To provide greater educational benefit, we are planning to develop a specific case series with an educational theme associated with relevant multiple choice self-assessment.
